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BURNS DOANE 5WECKER & MATHIS LLP 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



ALEXANDRIA, ViRGIKIA 

REDWOOD Shores, Caufornia 
DURHAM, NORTH Carolina 



Dear Mr. Boles; 

Attached are Claims 16* 21 and 26 that I mentioned, as well as new Claim 38. To assist you, I 
have attached another copy of Claims 16, 21 and 26 showing the changes relative to the 
versions of those claims submitted with the Amendment filed on November 22, 2002. 

I look forward to hearing from you once you have had a chance to study the claims. 



Matthew L. Schneider 



NOTE: The rnformation contained in this facsimile message is attorney-client privileged and contains confidential 
information Intended only for the use of the personls) named above and others expressly authorized to receive 
rt. if you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying 
of thid message is prohibited and you are asked to notify u$ immediately by telephone and to return this message 
to us by mail without copying it. 



Any questions regarding compatibirity should be directed to our Office Services Department at + 1 ,703,836.6620. 
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AppUcation Serial No. 09/801,799 

CLAIMS FOR DISCU SSION PURPOSES ONT.Y > NOT FOR ENT RY INTO FU.K 

ifi. A seat. flpparafiLs f^r directing temperature controlled air to an individual seated 
on the seat apparatus, comprising: 

a sitting portion contact ed by a seated individual seated on the sitting portion, the 
sitting portion including a filling member , the sitting portion possessing a sitting side adaptgi ;! 
tQ fac^ m individual seated on the sitting portion and an oppositely posiHoned non-sitting side- 
said filling member including at least three spac ed apart ^ooves each e):tending over a limited 
surface area of the fiUi ng member on the sitting side, each of the at least three grooves being 
positioned to coincide with a por tion of the sjtting portion contacted bv an individual seated on 

a?e ^esx apparatus: 

a cover member enckclin^ the filling member: 

an air vent t)rov1ded in the filling membe iLand extending from adjacent the non-sitting 
side, of die sitting portion towards the sitting si de of the sitting portion, one end of said air vent 
opening toward the sitting side and communicati ng with said at least three grooves: and 

a temperature controlled air producing d evice for producing temnerature controlled air 
and directing the temperature controlled air into an opposite end of the air vent, with the 
temperature controlled air being dir ected through the air vent and into said at least three 
.separate grooves to provide tenyerature controlled air to a seated individual in contact with 
the sittmg side of the si tting portion. 

2L A seat apparatus for dh-ecttng temp erature controlled air to an individual seated 
on the seat aoparams. co mprising: 

a seat cushion that includes a filling member, s aid seat cushion possessing a sitting side 
adapted to face towards an individual seated on th e seat cashion and a non-sitttnf side: 

a seat back that includes a filling memb er, the seat back possessing a sitting side 
adapted to face towa rds an individual seated on the seat back and a non-sitting side: 
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at least two snaced apan grooves each extending over a limited surface area of the 
filling member of at least one of the seat c ushion and the seat back, each of said at least two 
spaced apart grooves opening in a direction towards the sitting side of said at least one of th^-. 
seat cushion and the seat back, each of the at least two grooves being positioned at a location 
coinciding with a p ortion of the seat apparatus contacted bv an individual seated on the seat 
a pparatus; 

a cover member encircling the filling member of at least one of the seat cushion and the 
seat back; 

an air vent having one end communicated with said plurality of spaced apart grooves 
such that said pluralitv of groov es branch from said one end of the air vent: 

a fau communicating with an opposite end of the ai r vent to direct air towards the air 
vent such that the air is fed into t he air vent and is directed by way of said plurality of spaced 
apart grooves to sele cted pordon s of an ind ividual in contact with the sitting side of said at 
least one of the seat cushion and the seat back: and 

an air temperature controlling devic e positioned between the fan and the air vent to 
control a temperamre of the air directed to the air vent and into said plurality of spaced apart 
grooves to provide tem perature controlled air to the selected portions of an individual m 
contact with the sitting side of said at least one of die seat cushion and the seat back. 

2fi* A scat apparatus for d irecting temperature controlled air to an individual seated 
on the seat apparams, comprising: 

a seat cushion possessing a sitting side adapted to face towards a seated individual and 
a non-sitting side: 

a scat back possessing a sitting side adapt ed to face towards a seated individual and a 
non-sitting side; 

at least one of the seat cu shion and the seat back including a filling memj^gn 
at least two spaced apart grooves each extending over a limited surface area p f the 
filling me mber and opening in a direction towards the sitting side of the at least one of the seat 
cushion and the seat back, each of said at least two spaced apart grooves extending to selected 
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portions of the filling f nember. eac h of the at least two grooves being posirioned at a locat^Qn 
coinciding with a portion of the seat a pparatus contacted by an individual seated on the seat 
a pparatus: 

a cover member encircling the filling member: 

an air vent having one end commnntcatc d with the pluraiity of spaced apart grooves 
such said plurality of spaced apart g rooves brancJi from said one end of the air vent: 

a Peltier element communicating with an opposite end of the air vent to control a 
temperature of air fed to the air veni Land directed bv wav of said plurality of grooves to said 
selected portions of the filling mfti^l^f f to provide temperature controlled air to an individual 
seated on said at least one of the seat cushion and the seat hack. 

38. A seat apparatus for dire cting temper ature controlled air to an individual seated 
on the seat aonaratus. comprising; 

a seat cushion that includes a filling mem ber, said seat cushion possessing a s ittin g side 
adapted to face towards a n individual seated on the seat cushion and a non-sitting side: 

ajseat back that includes a fillin g member, the seat bade possessing a sittin g side 
adapted to face towards an individual seated on the s eat back and a non-sitting side: 

at least two spaced apart grooves each extending over a limited surface area of the 
filling member of at least one of the seat cushion and the seat back, each of said at least two 
spaced apart ^ooves opening in a di rection towards the sitting side of said at least one of the 
seat cushion and the seat back; 

a cover member encircling the filling member o f at least one of the seat cushion and the 

seat baek: 

an air vent having one end communicated with said plurality of spaced apart grooves 
such that said plurality of grooves branch from said one end of the air vent, said air vent being 
a single air vent constimting the onl y air vent in the filling member of the seat cushion so that 
all air from the fan is fed into the single air ve nt and is directed into e^ch of the at least two 
grooves; 
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a fan commun icating with an opposite end of the air vent to direct air towards the air 
vent such that the air ifi fed into th e air vent and is directed bv wav of said plurality of spaced 
apart grooves to sele cted portions of an individual in contact with the sitting side of said at 
least one of the seat cushion and the seat back: and 

an air temperature cnntrn Uing device positioned between the fan and the air vent to 
cpntrpl a temperature of the air directed to the air vent and into said plnrqjitv of spaced apart 
grooves to provide temi>erature controlled air to th e selected portions of an individual in 
contact with the sitting <iide of said a t leaj^t one of the seat cushion and the seat back. 
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16. A scat apparatus for directing temperature controlled air to an individual seated 
on the seat apparatus, comprising: 

a sitting portion contacted by a seated individual seated on the sitting portion, the 
sitting portion including a filling member, the sitting portion possessing a sitting side adapted 
to face an individual seated on the sitting portion and an oppositely positioned non-sitting side, 
said filling member mcluding at least three [separate] spaced apart grooves each extending 
over a limited surface area of the filling member on the sitting side , each of the at iftaf^ t th rC^ 
yrooves heing positioned to coincide with a po rtion of the sitting portion contacted by an 

individiiia]! seated qi? tb^ ss^t appariat^s; 

a cover member encircling the filling member; 

an air vent provided in the filling member and extending from adjacent the non-sitting 
side of the sitting portion towards the sitting side of die sining portion, one end of said air vent 
opening toward the sitting side and communicating with said at least three grooves; and 

a temperature controlled air producing device for producing temperature controlled air 
and directing the temperature controlled air into an opposite end of the air vent, with the 
temperature controlled air bemg directed through the air vent and into said at least three 
separate grooves to provide temperature controlled air to a seated individual in contact with 
the sitting side of the sitting portion. 

21. A seat apparatus for directing temperature controlled air to an individual seated 
on the seat apparatus, comprising: 

a seat cushion that mcltides a filling member, said seat cushion possessing a sitting side 
adapted to face towards an individual seated on the seat cushion and a non-sitting side; 

a seat back that includes a fiUmg member, the seat back possessing a sitting side 
adapted to face towards an individual seated on the seat back and a non-sitting side; 

[a plurality of] at least two spaced apart grooves each extending over a limited surface 
area of the fiUmg member of at least one of the seat cushion and die seat back, each of said 
[plurality of] a Ueagt two spaced apart grooves opening m a direction towards the sitting side 
of said at least one of the seat cushion and the seat back > each of the at least two grooves being 
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positione d at a location coinciding with a portion of the seat apparatus contacted by an 
individual seated on the seat apparams: 

a cover member encircling the filling member of at least one of the seat cushion and the 
seat back; 

an air vent having one end communicated with said plurality of spaced apart grooves 
such that said plurality of grooves branch from said one end of the air vent; 

a fan communicating with an opposhe end of the air vent to direct air towards the air 
vent such that the air is fed into the air vent and is directed by way of said plurality of spaced 
apart grooves to selected portions of an individual in contact with the sitting side of said at 
least one of the seat cushion and the seat back; and 

an air temperature controlling device positioned between the fan and the air vent to 
control a temperature of the air directed to the air vent and into said plurality of spaced apart 
grooves to provide temperature controlled air to the selected portions of an individual in 
contact with the sitting side of said at least one of the seal cushion and the seat back. 

26. A seat apparatus for directing temperature controlled air to an individual seated 
on the seat apparatus, comprising: 

a seat cushion possessmg a sittmg side adapted to face towards a seated individual and 
a non-sitting side; 

a seat back possessing a silting side adapted to face towards a seated individual and a 
non-sitting side; 

at least one of the seat cushion and the seat back including a filling member; 

[a plurality of] at least two spaced apan grooves each extending over a limited surface 
area of the filling member and opening in a direction towards the sitting side of the at least one 
of the seat cushion and the seat back, each of said [plurality of] at least two spaced apart 
grooves extendmg to selected portions of the filling member , each of the at least two grooves 
being positioned at a location coinciding with a portion of the seat apparatus contacted bv an 
individual seated on the seat apparatus: 

a cover member encircling the filling member; 
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an air vent having one end conimunicated with the plurality of spaced apart grooves 
such said plurality of spaced ^art grooves branch from said one end of the air vent; 

a pettier element communicating with an opposite end of the air vent to control a 
temperature of air fed to the air vent and directed by way of said plurality of grooves to said 
selected portions of the filling member to provide temperature controlled air to an individual 
seated on said at least one of the seat cushion and the seat back. 
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